
59NEONATOLOGY TODAY�www.NeonatologyToday.net�June 2019

Readers can also follow

NEONATOLOGY TODAY
via our Twitter Feed

@NEOTODAY

Darby O’Donnell, JD, 
$OOLDQFH�IRU�3DWLHQW�$FFHVV��$I3$��*RYHUQPHQW�$ႇDLUV�7HDP

Over 23,000 infants died in the United States in 2016.  Members 
RI�&RQJUHVV�DUH�SD\LQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�

,Q�$XJXVW�������&RQJUHVVPDQ�6WHYH�&RKHQ��'�71��KRVWHG�D�V\P-
posium on infant and maternal mortality at Mississippi Boulevard 
&KULVWLDQ�&KXUFK�LQ�0HPSKLV��71��LQ�KLV�KRPH�GLVWULFW���$FFRUGLQJ�
to a press release, “The event focused on the needs of mothers in 
Memphis, the barriers to improving maternal health care, and re-
GXFLQJ�LQIDQW�PRUWDOLW\�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�6KHOE\�&RXQW\��
including free car seats for those who need them.”

7KH� PHHWLQJ� OHDG� &RQJUHVVPDQ� &RKHQ� WR� LQWURGXFH� WKH� 1(:-
BORN (1DWLRQDOO\�(QKDQFLQJ�WKH�:HOOEHLQJ�RI�%DELHV�WKURXJK�2XW-
reach and Research Now) Act (H.R. 117) on January 3, 2019. (1)

The legislation focuses on targeting areas of the country with high 
rates of infant mortality and providing federal support through pilot 
SURJUDPV�WR�WKRVH�KLJK�ULVN�DUHDV�

,Q�D�³'HDU�&ROOHDJXH´�DVNLQJ�0HPEHUV�RI�&RQJUHVV�WR�FRQVLGHU�
FRVSRQVRUVKLS�RI�WKH�ELOO���&RQJUHVVPDQ�&RKHQ�ZULWHV��³$�FKLOG�LV�
���SHUFHQW�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�GLH�EHIRUH�WKHLU�¿UVW�ELUWKGD\�LQ�$PHULFD�
WKDQ� LQ� ��� RWKHU� ZHDOWK\� QDWLRQV�� LQFOXGLQJ� $XVWUDOLD�� &DQDGD��

France, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.”

The NEWBORN Act would help address the problem of infant 
mortality through the awarding of grants to infant mortality pilot 
SURJUDPV� WKDW�VHHN� WR�DGGUHVV�RQH�RU�PRUH�RI� WKH� WRS�¿YH�UHD-
sons for infant mortality: birth defects, preterm birth and low birth 
weight, sudden infant death syndrome, maternal pregnancy com-
plications, and/or injuries to the infant.  

Programs may use such funds for counseling on infant care, 
feeding, and parenting.  Also, the funds are eligible for delivery 
of services to aid in postpartum care and prevention of premature 
GHOLYHU\���6PRNLQJ�FHVVDWLRQ��GUXJ�WUHDWPHQW�SURJUDPV��QXWULWLRQ��
and physical activity, domestic violence programs, and other so-
cial and psychological services are listed as eligible uses of the 
federal funding too.

After one year, each program is required to submit a report to 
delineate methodology of the program and outcomes associated 
with the program.

&XUUHQWO\��WKH�ELOO�KDV����FRVSRQVRUV��

2XWVLGH�RI�&RQJUHVV��MomsRising is an organization that endors-
HV�WKH�OHJLVODWLRQ���7KH�EDFNJURXQG�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�OLVWHG�RQ�
WKHLU�ZHEVLWH�DV�� ³XQL¿HG�E\�D�PLVVLRQ�RI� LQFUHDVLQJ� IDPLO\�HFR-
nomic security, decreasing discrimination, and building a nation 
where both businesses and families can thrive.”  The MomsRising 
team covers all 50 states. (2)

“The NEWBORN Act would help address 
the problem of infant mortality through the 
awarding of grants to infant mortality pilot 
programs that seek to address one or more 
RI�WKH�WRS�¿YH�UHDVRQV�IRU�LQIDQW�PRUWDOLW\��
birth defects, preterm birth and low birth 
weight, sudden infant death syndrome, 
PDWHUQDO�SUHJQDQF\�FRPSOLFDWLRQV��DQG�RU�
LQMXULHV�WR�WKH�LQIDQW�´

(ϑRUWV�WR�5HGXFH�,QIDQW�0RUWDOLW\�5DWHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
States Championed by House Democrats

The Alliance for Patient Access (allianceforpatientaccess.org), 
founded in 2006, is a national network of physicians dedicated 
to ensuring patient access to approved therapies and appropri-
DWH�FOLQLFDO�FDUH��$I3$�DFFRPSOLVKHV� WKLV�PLVVLRQ�E\� UHFUXLWLQJ��
WUDLQLQJ�DQG�PRELOL]LQJ�SROLF\�PLQGHG�SK\VLFLDQV�WR�EH�H௺HFWLYH�
DGYRFDWHV�IRU�SDWLHQW�DFFHVV��$I3$�LV�RUJDQL]HG�DV�D�QRQ�SUR¿W�
����F�����FRUSRUDWLRQ�DQG�KHDGHG�E\�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�ERDUG�RI�GL-
UHFWRUV��,WV�SK\VLFLDQ�OHDGHUVKLS�LV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�SROLF\�DGYRFDF\�
PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�SXEOLF�D௺DLUV� FRQVXOWDQWV�� ,Q�������$I3$�HV-
WDEOLVKHG�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�3DWLHQW�$FFHVV��,I3$���D�UHODWHG�����F�
����QRQ�SUR¿W�FRUSRUDWLRQ��,Q�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�LWV�PLVVLRQ�WR�SURPRWH�
D� EHWWHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� EHQH¿WV� RI� WKH� SK\VLFLDQ�SDWLHQW�
UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�TXDOLW\�KHDOWKFDUH��,I3$�VSRQVRUV�
policy research and educational programming.
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7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�&RQJUHVVPDQ�&RKHQ�KDV�LQWURGXFHG�VLPL-
lar legislation to address infant mortality.  Over the last decade in 
&RQJUHVV��6WHYH�&RKHQ�KDV�LQWURGXFHG�PXOWLSOH�PHDVXUHV�WR�GH-
crease infant mortality rates and to focus on prenatal care for at-
ULVN�PRWKHUV���1HDUO\�D�GHFDGH�DJR��WKH�&RQJUHVVPDQ�UHPDUNHG��

³:H�PXVW�GR�PRUH�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�ZRPHQ�KDYH�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�
they need to deliver healthy babies – and that starts by improv-
ing access to health clinics and recruiting the best and brightest 
medical students to be inner city doctors.  At the same time, we 
need a much more expanded outreach, education, and research 
program, and the NEWBORN Act will lay the foundation for that 
HႇRUW�´

7KH�ELOO��+�5�������ZDV�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�+RXVH�(QHUJ\�DQG�&RP-
merce Subcommittee on Health where it now rests.
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Still a Preemie? 

Jaundice Feeding issues Respiratory 
problems

Born between 
34 and 36 weeks' 
gestation?

Just like preemies born much earlier, 
these “late preterm” infants can face: 

Born preterm
at a “normal” 
weight?

And their parents, like all parents 
of preemies, are at risk for 
postpartum depression and PTSD. 

www.infanthealth.org

Some preemies are born months early, at extremely low 
birthweights.They fight for each breath and face nearly 

insurmountable health obstacles. 

But that’s not every preemie’s story.

Though these babies look healthy, 
they can still have complications 
and require NICU care.

Born preterm 
but not admitted 
to the NICU?

But because some health plans 
determine coverage based on a 
preemie's weight, families of 
babies that weigh more may 
face access barriers and 
unmanageable medical bills.

Some Preemies All Preemies
Will spend weeks 
in the hospital

Will have lifelong 
health problems

Are disadvantaged 
from birth

Face health 
risks

Deserve appropriate 
health coverage

Need access to 
proper health care

Even if preterm babies 
don't require NICU care, 
they can still face health challenges.
Those challenges can extend through 
childhood, adolescence and even 
into adulthood.

“We must do more to make sure that 
women have the resources they need 
to deliver healthy babies – and that 
starts by improving access to health 
clinics and recruiting the best and 
brightest medical students to be inner 
city doctors.  At the same time, we 
need a much more expanded outreach, 
education, and research program, 
and the NEWBORN Act will lay the 
IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�WKDW�H௺RUW�´
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