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3HQQV\OYDQLD¶V� +%� ����� 31� ������ WKH� .H\VWRQH�0RWKHUV¶�0LON�
%DQN�$FW�� ZLOO� ZRUVHQ� GLVSDULW\� IRU� SUHPDWXUH� LQIDQWV�� ,I� WKH� ELOO�
passes, extremely premature infants being cared for in neona-
WDO�LQWHQVLYH�FDUH�XQLWV��1,&8V��LQ�3HQQV\OYDQLD�ZRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�
KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�QXWULWLRQDO�IRUWL¿HUV�PDGH�IURP������GRQRU�EUHDVW�
PLON��7KHUH�LV�QR�QHW�JDLQ��EDELHV�ZRXOG�EH�SODFHG�DW�ULVN�IRU�QHF-
rotizing enterocolitis needlessly, mortality would increase, and 
1,&8�FRVWV�ZRXOG�ULVH�H[SRQHQWLDOO\�

 

The language of the bill is clear. Access would be restricted. There 
is no question as to the extent of those patients who would be 
DႇHFWHG�� ([WUHPHO\� SUHPDWXUH� LQIDQWV� KDYH� GLႇHUHQW� DQG� PRUH�
critical nutritional needs that are not easy to meet. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has provided direction on the use of 
DQ�DGGHG�IRUWL¿HU�WR�PRWKHU¶V�RZQ�PLON�RU�SDVWHXUL]HG�GRQRU�KX-
PDQ�PLON�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�UHTXLVLWH�SURWHLQ��FDORULHV��DQG�PLQHUDOV�WR�
support growth and development in preemies born weighing less 
than 1,500g. (1)

+XPDQ�0LON�%DVHG�+XPDQ�0LON�)RUWL¿FDWLRQ��$W�/HJLVODWLYH�5,VN

The National Coalition for Infant 

Health advocates for:

A collaborative of professional, clinical, 
community health, and family support 
organizations improving the lives of 

premature infants and their families through 
education and advocacy. 

www.infanthealth.org 

Access to an exclusive human milk 

diet for premature infants

Increased emotional support resources 

for parents and caregivers suffering 
from PTSD/PPD

Access to RSV preventive treatment for 
all premature infants as indicated on the 
FDA label

Clear, science-based nutrition guidelines 

for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers

Safe, accurate medical devices and 
products designed for the special 
needs of NICU patients

7KH� 1DWLRQDO� &RDOLWLRQ� IRU� ,QIDQW� +HDOWK� LV� D� FROODERUDWLYH� RI�
more than 180 professional, clinical, community health, and 
family support organizations focused on improving the lives of 
SUHPDWXUH�LQIDQWV�WKURXJK�DJH�WZR�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��1&I,+¶V�
mission is to promote lifelong clinical, health, education, and 
VXSSRUWLYH�VHUYLFHV�QHHGHG�E\�SUHPDWXUH�LQIDQWV�DQG�WKHLU�IDP-
LOLHV��1&I,+�SULRULWL]HV�VDIHW\�RI�WKLV�YXOQHUDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�
access to approved therapies.

Peer Reviewed

%RYLQH�IRUWL¿HUV�DUH�DYDLODEOH��EXW�WKH\�DUH�SRWHQWLDOO\�OLIH�WKUHDW-
ening. There are increased complications in premature babies fed 
D�ERYLQH�IRUWL¿HU��1HRQDWRORJLVWV�RIWHQ�GHOD\�JLYLQJ�FRZ�PLON�IRUWL¿-
er, resulting in growth and developmental delays. A metanalysis of 
two randomized clinical studies demonstrated that for every 10% 
LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�YROXPH�RI�ÀXLG�FRQWDLQLQJ�FRZ�PLON�JLYHQ�WR�SUHPD-
WXUH�LQIDQWV�ZHLJKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�������JUDPV��WKH�ULVN�RI�QHFURWL]LQJ�
HQWHURFROLWLV��1(&��LQFUHDVHV�E\��������VXUJLFDO�1(&��E\��������
and sepsis, by 17.9%. (2)

$Q�H[FOXVLYHO\�KXPDQ�PLON�IRUWL¿HU�GRHV�H[LVW��7KH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�
WKLV� IRUWL¿HU� KDV� FKDQJHG� FOLQLFDO� SUDFWLFH� DQG� VXEVWDQWLDOO\� UH-
GXFHG� WKH� ULVN��'HYHORSPHQW� RI� WKLV� SURGXFW� UHTXLUHG� H[WHQVLYH�
research and development. The manufacturer of this product is 
WKH�RQO\�PDQXIDFWXUHU�RI�D� IRUWL¿HU�PDGH�H[FOXVLYHO\� IURP�GRQRU�
EUHDVWPLON��3URYLGLQJ�H[WUHPHO\�SUHPDWXUH�LQIDQWV�DQ�H[FOXVLYHO\�
KXPDQ�PLON� GLHW� GXULQJ� WKH�HDUO\� SRVWQDWDO� SHULRG� LV� DVVRFLDWHG�
ZLWK�D�ORZHU�ULVN�RI�GHDWK��1(&��1(&�UHTXLULQJ�VXUJHU\��DQG�VHS-
VLV� LQ� WKHVH�PRVW� DW�ULVN� LQIDQWV�� ���� ��� ��� ,W� GHFUHDVHV� KRVSLWDO�
FRVWV��VLQFH�D�VLQJOH�FDVH�RI�1(&�RU�VHSVLV�FDQ�FRVW�XSZDUGV�RI�
���������WR�WUHDW������������

$�IRUWL¿HU�PDGH�IURP�KXPDQ�PLON�KDV�EHHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�ORZHU�
ULVNV�� ,PSRUWDQWO\�� H[WUHPHO\� SUHPDWXUH� LQIDQWV� ZLOO� KDYH� D� GH-
FUHDVHG�ULVN�RI�LPPHGLDWH��OLIH�WKUHDWHQLQJ�FRPSOLFDWLRQV�DQG�FDQ�
EH�JLYHQ�IRUWL¿HU�VRRQHU��WKXV�SURYLGLQJ�EHWWHU�QXWULWLRQDO�VXSSRUW�
GXULQJ�D�SHULRG�ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�PRVW�DW�ULVN��

7KH�.H\VWRQH�0RWKHUV¶�0LON�%DQN�$FW�WKUHDWHQV�DFFHVV�WR�WKHVH�
OLIH�VDYLQJ� GRQRU� EUHDVW� PLON�EDVHG� IRUWL¿HUV� LQ� 3HQQV\OYDQLD�
1,&8V�E\�SURKLELWLQJ� UHPXQHUDWLRQ�RI�PRWKHUV�ZKR�GRQDWH� WKHLU�
VXUSOXV�PLON�WR�SURGXFH�WKLV�IRUWL¿HU��PRWKHUV�ZKR�SURYLGH�WKLV�OLIH�
VDYLQJ�PLON�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�ERGLHV��3XPSLQJ�PLON�LV�WLPH�LQWHQVLYH�
and expensive. The process requires electricity to operate the 
pump and freezer, constant attention to sterility and hygiene, and 
HႇRUW�WR�VKLS�WKH�H[SUHVVHG�PLON��5HPXQHUDWLRQ�LV�QRW�XQUHDVRQ-
DEOH�IRU�WKH�H[FHVV�EUHDVW�PLON�WKHVH�ZRPHQ�SURYLGH��

7KH�.H\VWRQH�0RWKHUV¶�0LON�%DQN�$FW��DV�GUDIWHG��SURKLELWV�� ³UH-
PXQHUDWLRQ�RI�YDOXH�SURYLGHG�WR�D�PLON�GRQRU�E\�DQ�HQWLW\�´�(ႇHF-
tively, this could mean that the one company that produces a hu-
PDQ�PLON�EDVHG�KXPDQ�PLON�IRUWL¿HU�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�SURYLGH�
this product in Pennsylvania. Many fragile premature infants in 
3HQQV\OYDQLD¶V�1,&8V�GHSHQG�RQ�WKLV�SURGXFW��,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�
WKLV�DFW�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�XQPLWLJDWHG�GLVDVWHU�IRU�3HQQV\OYDQLD�1,&8V�
most fragile premature infants, many who are already at increased 
ULVN�IURP�GLVSDULW\��

0RUHRYHU��1,&8V�GHSHQG�RQ�GRQRU�EUHDVWPLON� WR� IHHG�SUHHPLHV�
ZKHQ�PRWKHUV¶�PLON�LV�XQDYDLODEOH��EXW�WKH�.H\VWRQH�0RWKHUV¶�0LON�
%DQN�$FW� FRXOG� DOORZ� DGXOWHUDWHG�� FRQWDPLQDWHG�� DQG� LPSURSHU-
O\� KDQGOHG�EUHDVWPLON� WR� UHDFK�1,&8�EDELHV��7KH� VWDQGDUGV� IRU�
VFUHHQLQJ��SURFHVVLQJ��DQG�VWRULQJ�EUHDVWPLON�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�LWHUD-
tion of the bill are not stringent enough to meet the need and fail 
to reference the comprehensive safety standards published by the 
US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for all other foods. 

)XUWKHU��WKHUH�LV�QR�UHTXLUHPHQW�WR�VFUHHQ�EUHDVWPLON�IRU�RSLDWHV��

“Pennsylvania’s HB 1001 PN 1126, the 
Keystone Mothers’ Milk Bank Act, will worsen 
disparity for premature infants. If the bill 
passes, extremely premature infants being 
cared for in neonatal intensive care units 
(NICUs) in Pennsylvania would no longer 
KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�QXWULWLRQDO�IRUWL¿HUV�PDGH�
from 100% donor breast milk. ”
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nicotine, or certain other drugs of abuse. As the AAP endorses, 
UHJXODWLRQV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH� KDQGOLQJ� RI� EUHDVWPLON� E\�PLON� EDQNV�
VKRXOG�EH�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�WKH�)'$�DQG�WKH�&HQWHUV�IRU�'LVHDVH�
&RQWURO� DQG� 3UHYHQWLRQ� �&'&��� ZKLFK� KDYH� WKH� UHVRXUFHV� DQG�
integrity to implement and enforce these essential regulations. 
Regulations must be neither propriety nor left to individual, un-
regulated entities. Regardless of the source, the protection of the 
SXEOLF�LV�DW�VWDNH�

Legislators must listen to the concerns of experts in neonatology 
regarding this bill. These most fragile preterm infants must be pro-
WHFWHG��7KH�LQWHQW�PD\�EH�JRRG��EXW�WKH�UDPL¿FDWLRQV�DUH�FOHDU��³$�
good intention, with a bad approach, often leads to a poor result.” 
����3OHDVH�JLYH�RXU�PRVW�DW� ULVN��PRVW� IUDJLOH�SUHPDWXUH�EDELHV�
what they need in the safest way possible. The bill, in its present 
IRUP��ZLOO�PDNH�WKLV�JRDO�PRUH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WR�DFKLHYH�
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“The intent may be good, but the 
UDPL¿FDWLRQV�DUH�FOHDU��
$�JRRG�LQWHQWLRQ��ZLWK�
D�EDG�DSSURDFK��RIWHQ�OHDGV�WR�D�SRRU�UHVXOW�
”
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National Coalition for Infant Health Values (SANE)

Safety. Premature infants are born vulnerable. Products, treat-
ments and related public policies should prioritize these fragile 
infants’ safety. 

Access. Budget-driven health care policies should not pre-
clude premature infants’ access to preventative or necessary 
therapies.

Nutrition. 3URSHU�QXWULWLRQ�DQG�IXOO�DFFHVV�WR�KHDOWK�FDUH�NHHS�
SUHPDWXUH�LQIDQWV�KHDOWK\�DIWHU�GLVFKDUJH�IURP�WKH�1,&8��

Equality. Prematurity and related vulnerabilities disproportion-
ately impact minority and economically disadvantaged families. 
Restrictions on care and treatment should not worsen inherent 
disparities. 
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