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The National Perinatal Information Center (NPIC) is driven 
by data, collaboration and research to strengthen, connect 
and empower our shared purpose of improving patient care. 

For over 30 years, NPIC has worked with hospitals, public 
and private entities, patient safety organizations, insurers 
and researchers to collect and interpret the data that drives 
better outcomes for mothers and newborns.
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,Q�WKH�FDOHQGDU�\HDU��&<��������WKH�13,&�3HULQDWDO�&HQWHU�'DWD�
%DVH��3&'%��SUR¿OHG���������QHZERUQV�DFURVV����KRVSLWDOV���
91.5 % percent of those were born at the reporting hospitals, 
and 4.0 % were transferred in following delivery, presumably 
for a higher level of care. The 2018 rate of infants transferred in 
LV�XQFKDQJHG�IURP�WKH�&<������UDWH���

,Q�&<������� �������SHUFHQW� RI� WRWDO� QHRQDWHV�ZHUH�DGPLWWHG�
to a special care nursery, whether to an intensive care or in-
WHUPHGLDWH�FDUH�EHG���:KHQ�13,&�LVRODWHG�MXVW�WKRVH�IDFLOLWLHV�
WKDW�SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� WKH�7UHQG�'DWD�%DVH� IRU� WKH�SUHYLRXV�¿YH�
year period (2014-2018), the 2018 admission rate was 16.7%, 
UHÀHFWLQJ�D�VWDEOH�WUHQG�IURP�WKH�������IRU�WKH�VDPH�FRKRUW�RI�
hospitals in 2014.  

%HORZ� LV�D� WDEOH� WKDW�SUR¿OHV�NH\�PHWULFV� IURP� WKH�13,&�&DO-
HQGDU�<HDU������3HULQDWDO�&HQWHU�'DWD�%DVH��3&'%��LQ�FRP-
SDULVRQ�WR�&<������DQG�WKH�13,&�7UHQG�'DWD�%DVHV�IRU�\HDUV�
2013-2017 and 2014-2018.  
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Increased Attention on Special Care Admissions

$V�ZH�VWDWHG�LQ�RXU�UHYLHZ�RI�&<������6SHFLDO�&DUH�VWDWLVWLFV�
IURP�WKH�3HULQDWDO�&HQWHU�'DWD�%DVH��1HRQDWRORJ\�7RGD\��$X-
JXVW��������WKH�XOWLPDWH�JRDO�LV�WR�NHHS�LQIDQWV�RXW�RI�WKH�VSH-
cial care nursery. While there will always be a need for neonatal 
VSHFLDO� FDUH�VHUYLFHV��JUHDWHU�SD\HU�VFUXWLQ\� LV� OLNHO\� WR�GULYH�
some decreases in admissions as well as external attention 
on unnecessary special care admissions as a quality of care 
issue.  

7KH�-RLQW�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�QHZHVW�PHDVXUH�IRU�WKH�3HULQDWDO�&DUH�
0HDVXUH�VHW�LV�3&�����8QH[SHFWHG�&RPSOLFDWLRQV�LQ�7HUP�1HZ-
borns.  (1) This measure must be reported by almost all hospi-
tals with more than 300 deliveries annually and includes analy-
sis of 100% of all newborn discharges starting with 1/1/2019 
GLVFKDUJHV���7KLV�LV�D�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�RWKHU�3&�PHDVXUHV�WKDW�
SHUPLW�VDPSOLQJ���7KH�3&����GHQRPLQDWRU�LV�DOO�OLYH�ERUQ�VLQJOH�
term newborns 2500 grams or over in birth weight, excluding 
those that have congenital anomalies, (1) pre-existing fetal con-
ditions or indications of maternal substance abuse. Numerator 
FDVHV�UHÀHFW�VHYHUH�DQG�PRGHUDWH�FRPSOLFDWLRQV�DV�GH¿QHG�E\�
WKH�7-&�DOJRULWKP�LQ�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�PHDVXUH�GHYHORSHU��
WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�0DWHUQDO�4XDOLW\�&DUH�&ROODERUDWLYH����
3&���� LV�GLYLGHG� LQWR�DQ�RYHUDOO� UDWH��3&��������D�VHYHUH�UDWH�
�3&�������DQG�PRGHUDWH�UDWH��3&���������7KH�VHYHUH�FDWHJRU\�
includes infants transferred out to another acute care facility 
(for a higher level of care).  Since not all transfers are for a 
KLJKHU�OHYHO�RI�FDUH��7-&�DEVWUDFWLRQ�JXLGHOLQHV�LQFOXGH�WKH�IRO-
lowing language: 

³)RU�3&����2QO\��,I�D�QHZERUQ�LV�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�DQRWKHU�DFXWH�
care facility for purposes other than medical treatment or the 
need for a higher level of care, abstract allowable value 8 (not 
documented or unable to determine). Examples include: New-
born is transferred to another facility covered by their health-
care plan or for disaster evacuation.”

7KLV� TXDOL¿HU�ZLOO� UHTXLUH� KRVSLWDOV� WR� UHYLHZ� WKHLU� WUDQVIHUUHG�
out cases carefully to ensure only those meeting the measure 
GH¿QLWLRQ�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKHLU�QXPHUDWRU���2Q�WKH�SRVLWLYH�VLGH��
the measure may also incentivize greater antepartum refer-
UDO�WUDQVIHU�RI�KLJK�ULVN�SUHJQDQFLHV�WR�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�OHYHO�RI�
care.  
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