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(YROXWLRQDU\� ELRORJLVWV� KDYH� ORQJ� WKHR-
UL]HG� WKDW� HYHQ� DW� IXOO� WHUP�� KXPDQV� DUH�
VWLOO�ERUQ�SUHPDWXUHO\�������$IWHU����ZHHNV�
RI�JHVWDWLRQ��WKH�IUDJLOH�DQG�KHOSOHVV�VWDWH�
RI�D�KXPDQ�QHZERUQ�LV�VWULNLQJ�ZKHQ�FRP-
SDUHG� WR� WKH� DELOLWLHV� RI� RWKHU� PDPPDOV�
DQG�SULPDWHV�ERUQ�DW�WHUP����(OHSKDQW�DQG�
JLUDႇH�QHZERUQV�ZDON�ZKHQ� WKHLU� IHHW� KLW�
WKH�JURXQG���%DE\�FKLPSV�KDYH�WKH�NLQG�RI�
JUDVS�DQG�VWUHQJWK�WR�VWD\�¿UPO\�DWWDFKHG�
WR� LWV� PRWKHU� DV� VKH� FOLPEV� DQG� VZLQJV���
6R�ZK\�ZRXOG�QDWXUH�WDNH�VXFK�D�ULVN�ZLWK�
KXPDQV�E\�VHOHFWLQJ�IRU�VXFK�GHIHQVHOHVV�
RႇVSULQJ����"

(YLGHQFH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�DV�KRPLQLGV�WRRN�WR�
ZDONLQJ� XSULJKW�� WKH� LQWHUVHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ�
LQFUHDVLQJ� EUDLQ� YROXPH� DQG� WKH� DELOLW\�
WR� GHOLYHU� RႇVSULQJ� WKURXJK� D� QDUURZLQJ�
SHOYLV� FUHDWHG� DQ� HYROXWLRQDU\� SUHVVXUH�

WR�VKRUWHQ�JHVWDWLRQ�� �6LPSO\�SXW�� WKH�DG-
YDQWDJH�EHVWRZHG�E\�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRP-
SOH[�EUDLQ�FDPH�ZLWK�WKH�SULFH�RI�QHHGLQJ�
WR�EH�ERUQ�HDUOLHU�VR�WKDW�QHZERUQV�FRXOG�
QDYLJDWH� WKH� IHPDOH� SHOYLV�� � $QWKURSROR-
JLVWV�DQG�VRFLDO�VFLHQWLVWV�ZLOO�SRLQW�RXW�WKH�
VXEVHTXHQW�HYROXWLRQ�RI�RXU�HDUO\�QRPDGLF�
KXQWLQJ�DQG�JDWKHULQJ�DQFHVWRUV�LQWR�DQ�LQ-
FUHDVLQJO\�FRRSHUDWLYH�DQG�JURXS�PLQGHG�
VRFLHW\���������2I�FRXUVH��WKLV�LV�DQ�RYHUO\�
VLPSOL¿HG�QRWLRQ�FRYHULQJ�PLOOLRQV�RI�\HDUV�
RI�HYROXWLRQ���+RZHYHU��LW�FDQ�EH�D�SRZHUIXO�
OHQV� WR� ORRN� WKURXJK�ZKHQ�H[DPLQLQJ� WKH�
SDUDGLJP� RI� PRGHUQ� SHULQDWDO� DQG� SRVW-
SDUWXP� FDUH� RI� PRWKHUV�� QHZERUQV�� DQG�
WKHLU� IDPLOLHV�� DQG� KRZ� WKDW� SDUDGLJP� LV�
LQFUHDVLQJO\�IDLOLQJ�RXU�SDWLHQWV�����

$V� D� 0DWHUQDO�)HWDO� 0HGLFLQH� VSHFLDOLVW��
WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�P\�LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�SDWLHQWV�
DQG� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV� LV� GXULQJ� WKHLU� SUHQDWDO�
FDUH���,�VHH�IHWXVHV�LQ�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�RQ�
FRPSXWHU�PRQLWRUV�PXFK�PRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�
,�GR�LQ�OLYLQJ�FRORU���,�RIWHQ�WDON�LQ�WHUPV�RI�
HVWLPDWHG�GXH�GDWHV�� LQWHUYDO�IHWDO�JURZWK�
YHORFLW\�� DQG� WLPLQJ� RI� GHOLYHU\� IRU� HLWKHU�
PDWHUQDO� RU� IHWDO� LQGLFDWLRQV� �RU� ERWK�� LQ�
DQ�HႇRUW�WR�QDYLJDWH�D�SUHJQDQF\�DV�IDU�DV�
SRVVLEOH�DQG�DV�VDIHO\�DV�SRVVLEOH� IRU�DOO�
LQYROYHG�� � ,� VWLOO� WDNH�FDOO� DQG�FRYHU� LQSD-
WLHQW�VHUYLFHV�DQG�JHW�WR�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�GH-
OLYHULHV��ZKLFK�QHYHU�JHWV�ROG�DQG�DOZD\V�
VHUYHV�WR�YDOLGDWH�ZK\�,�ZHQW�LQWR�WKLV�¿HOG���

,W�ZDVQ¶W�XQWLO�P\�FKLOG�ZDV�ERUQ��KRZHYHU��
WKDW�,�EHFDPH�DFXWHO\�DZDUH�RI�KRZ�ZRH-
IXOO\� GH¿FLHQW� SRVWSDUWXP�VXSSRUW� FDQ�EH�

LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\�� �7KH�SUHVVXUH�IRU�P\�ZLIH�
WR�UHWXUQ�ZRUN��WKH�XVH�RI�DOO�P\�YDFDWLRQ�
WLPH� DV� SDWHUQLW\� OHDYH�� QDYLJDWLQJ� SRVW-
SDUWXP�LVVXHV�ZLWKLQ�D�KHDOWKFDUH�V\VWHP�
GHVLJQHG�IRU�SUHQDWDO�FDUH�DQG�GHOLYHU\��DOO�
WKH�ZKLOH�¿JXULQJ�RXW�ZKRP�WR�WUXVW�ZLWK�WKH�
OLIH�RXU�QHZERUQ�FKLOG�ZKHQ�ZH�UHWXUQHG�WR�
ZRUN���$OO�RI�WKHVH�VWUHVVRUV�ZHUH�DPSOL¿HG�
ZKHQ�,�FDPH�WR�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�GHVSLWH�
D� IXOO�WHUP��XQFRPSOLFDWHG�SUHJQDQF\��ZH�
ZHUH�HVVHQWLDOO\� FDULQJ� IRU�D�GHIHQVHOHVV�
IHWXV�WKDW� MXVW�VR�KDSSHQHG�WR�EH�RXWVLGH�
of the uterus.  

:KHQ�P\�ZLIH��ZKR�LV�D�SHGLDWULF�QHXUROR-
JLVW�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�DQ�DPD]LQJ�PRWKHU��¿UVW�
LQWURGXFHG� PH� WR� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI� WKH� �WK�
7ULPHVWHU�YLD�'U��+DUYH\�.DUS¶V�³+DSSLHVW�
%DE\´�ERRN��,¶OO�DGPLW�,�ZDV�D�ELW�VNHSWLFDO�
����� � ,Q� WKH�HQG�� WKRXJK�� ,�ZDV�FRPIRUWHG�
E\� WKH� HYLGHQFH�EDVHG� VWUDWHJLHV� LW� SUR-
YLGHG�WR�KHOS�VRRWKH�P\�GDXJKWHU���6ZDG-
GOLQJ��VZD\LQJ��GDUNHQLQJ�WKH�URRP��IHHG-
LQJ��DQG�ZKLWH�QRLVH��RU�URFN�Q¶�UROO�PXVLF��
VHHPHG� WR� GR� WKH� WULFN� HYHU\� WLPH�� HV-
sentially recreating intrauterine life that is 
QDWXUDOO\�ZDUP��GDUN��QRLV\��DQG�DOZD\V�RQ�
WKH�PRYH�� ,W�EURXJKW� WRJHWKHU�VR�PDQ\�RI�
WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�FRQFHSWV� WKDW�KXPDQ�
QHZERUQV�DUH�QRW�RQO\�LOO�HTXLSSHG�WR�VXU-
YLYH� UHODWLYHO\� VKRUW� WLPHV� DORQH�� EXW� WKDW�
WKH\�VWLOO�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG�WKHP�
DV� LI� WKH\�ZHUH�VWLOO� LQ�XWHUR������ �$V�D� ID-
WKHU��,�IHOW�HPSRZHUHG�ZLWK�VRPH�VNLOOV�WKDW�
FRXOG�DFWXDOO\�SURYLGH�D�VHPEODQFH�RI�FDUH�
W\SLFDOO\�UHVHUYHG�IRU�QXUVLQJ�PRWKHUV����

7KHQ� FDPH� WKDW� P\WKLFDO� ��ZHHN� PDUN�
WKDW�KDV�EHFRPH�WKH�DUELWUDU\�FXWRႇ�IRU�WKH�
SRVWSDUWXP�SHULRG���:KLOH�P\�ZLIH�KDG�WKH�
foresight to request three months of mater-
QLW\� OHDYH��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKDW�WLPH�ZRXOG�
WXUQ�RXW�WR�EH�XQSDLG���2Q�WRS�RI�WKDW��VKH�
ZRXOG� ODWHU� EH� UHTXLUHG� WR� SD\� EDFN� WKDW�
WLPH�E\�H[WHQGLQJ�KHU�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�JUDGXDW-
LQJ�WZR�PRQWKV�ODWH���6XGGHQO\��VKH�IRXQG�
KHUVHOI�HVVHQWLDOO\�DORQH�EHFDXVH�,�KDG�WR�
UHWXUQ�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�QR�PRUH�YDFDWLRQ��VLFN�
WLPH��RU�SHUVRQDO�GD\V� OHIW� WR�XVH�� � �:LWK�
SHUVLVWHQW� SHULQHDO� SDLQ� DQG� EDE\� EOXHV�
WKDW� VHHPHG� WR� GHHSHQ� ZLWK�PRUH� KRXUV�
VSHQW�DORQH��WKH��WK�7ULPHVWHU�EHJDQ�WDN-
LQJ�D� WXUQ� IRU� WKH�ZRUVH�� �7KH�FRQFHSW�RI�

³$IWHU����ZHHNV�RI�
gestation, the fragile and 
helpless state of a human 
newborn is striking when 
FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�DELOLWLHV�
of other mammals and 
primates born at term. ”

The National Perinatal Association 
(NPA) is an interdisciplinary organiza-
tion that strives to be a leading voice for 
SHULQDWDO�FDUH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��2XU�
diverse membership is comprised of 
healthcare providers, parents & caregiv-
ers, educators, and service providers, 
all driven by their desire to give voice to 
and support babies and families at risk 
across the country. 

Members of the NPA write a regular 
peer-reviewed  column in Neonatology 
Today.

Peer Reviewed

""The NICU experience is fraught 
with challenges that disrupt the 
parent-baby bond. Educating and 
empowering NICU staff to support 
parents ensures that families get 
off to a good start." www.mynicunetwork.comNICU Staff Education evidence-based innovative validated FICare

From The National Perinatal Association: The Fourth 
Trimester: Where Has the Village Gone?
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D�YLOODJH�KHOSLQJ�UDLVH�D�FKLOG�FRXOG�QRW�KDYH�IHOW�IXUWKHU�IURP�WKH�
WUXWK����8OWLPDWHO\��WKURXJK�ZKDW�VHHPHG�WR�EH�VKHHU�ZLOO�DQG�GHWHU-
PLQDWLRQ�DW�WLPHV��ZH�ZHDWKHUHG�WKH�VWRUP�DQG�VXUYLYHG�LQWDFW���,�
GRQ¶W�GRXEW�IRU�D�VHFRQG�WKDW�RXU�SULYLOHJH��VRFLRHFRQRPLF�VWDWXV��
DQG�FRPELQHG�HGXFDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�DQ�DGYDQWDJH�IRU�XV���:KDW�LV�
WHUULI\LQJ�� WKRXJK�� LV� WKLQNLQJ�RI� WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�QHZ�
IDPLOLHV� WKDW�QRW�RQO\� ODFN� WKRVH�DGYDQWDJHV�EXW�ZKR�PD\�KDYH�
DOUHDG\�HQWHUHG�SUHJQDQF\�DW�D�GLVWLQFW�GLVDGYDQWDJH��

$VN� DQ\� REVWHWULFLDQ�ZKHUH� WKLV� VL[�ZHHN� SRVWSDUWXP�SDUDGLJP�
FDPH� IURP�� DQG� \RX¶OO� JHW� D� YDULHW\� RI� DQVZHUV�� KLVWRULFDOO\�� LW¶V�
WKH� WLPH�ZKHQ�PHQVHV� W\SLFDOO\� UHWXUQV��KHQFH�ZRPHQ�DUH�QRZ�
EDFN�WR�³QRUPDO´��WKH�ULVN�RI�SUHHFODPSVLD�LV�YLUWXDOO\�]HUR��LW�VWHPV�
IURP�SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�KLVWRULFDOO\�PDUN����GD\V�DV�SDUW�RI�UHOLJLRXV�RU�
FXOWXUDO�QRUPV�������:KLOH�WKH�WUXWK�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�IRXQG�VRPHZKHUH�
ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�EHOLHIV��LW¶V�EHFRPH�DSSDUHQW�WKDW�WKLV�³VL[�ZHHN´�PDUN�
LV�QRW�RQO\�DUELWUDU\��EXW� OLNHO\�GRHV�PRUH�KDUP�WR�QHZ�PRWKHUV��
QHZERUQV�DQG� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV� WKDQ�ZH�HYHU� LPDJLQHG�EHIRUH��%H-
\RQG�LQFRPSOHWH�SK\VLRORJLF�DQG�SV\FKRORJLF�KHDOLQJ��WKHUH�LV�DQ�
LQFUHDVLQJ�ERG\�RI�HYLGHQFH�SRLQWLQJ�WR�WKH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�
GDPDJH�IURP�IUHTXHQW�VLFN�GD\�UHTXHVWV��GHFUHDVHG�MRE�VDWLVIDF-
WLRQ��DQG�ORZHU�HPSOR\HH�UHWHQWLRQ�DWWULEXWHG�WR�LQDGHTXDWH�IDPLO\�
PHGLFDO� OHDYH�SROLFLHV� ����� � ,Q� WHUPV�RI�FKLOGFDUH��DOO�RQH�QHHGV�
WR�GR�LV�REVHUYH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQWDO�OHDS�DQ�LQIDQW�¿QDOO\�WDNHV�DW�
URXJKO\� WKUHH�PRQWKV�RI�DJH�WR�UHDOL]H� WKH� LQWHQVH�FDUH�QHHGHG�
OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�WKDW�SRLQW���<HW��VRPHZKHUH�EHWZHHQ�KDUQHVVLQJ�¿UH�
DQG� FXUDWLQJ� RXU� OLYHV� RQ� VRFLDO�PHGLD�� WKH� OHVVRQV� OHDUQHG� E\�
RXU�SUHKLVWRULF�DQFHVWRUV�KDYH�VHHPLQJO\�EHHQ�ORVW�XSRQ�PRGHUQ�
$PHULFDQ�VRFLHW\���

:KLOH�ZH�KDYH�PDGH�DPD]LQJ�VWULGHV� LQ�DGGUHVVLQJ�SUHJQDQF\�
FRPSOLFDWLRQV�DQG�PRGHUQL]LQJ�LQWHQVLYH�QHRQDWDO�FDUH��WKH�RYHU-
DOO�VXSSRUW�IRU�QHZ�SDUHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�FRQWLQXHV�WR�HURGH�LQ�
WKH�IDFH�RI�ZLGHQLQJ�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�GLVSDULWLHV��ZHDNHQLQJ�ZRUNHU�
SURWHFWLRQV��DQG�SHUVLVWHQW�KHDOWKFDUH�LQHTXLWLHV����������7KH�FXU-
UHQW� VWDWH� RI� IDPLO\�PHGLFDO� OHDYH� LQ� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV� UHPDLQV�
DSSDOOLQJ� FRPSDUHG� WR� QHDUO\� HYHU\� RWKHU� LQGXVWULDOL]HG� QDWLRQ���
&RPELQHG�ZLWK�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�SODQV�WKDW�GLVLQFHQWLYL]HV�SRVWSDU-
WXP�FDUH��GLVMRLQWHG�KHDOWKFDUH�VDIHW\�QHWV�WKDW�W\SLFDOO\�WHUPLQDWH�
VL[�ZHHNV�SRVWSDUWXP�DQG�SHUVLVWHQW�EDUULHUV� WR�KHDOWKFDUH� WKDW�
SODFH�XQGXH�EXUGHQ�VTXDUHO\�RQ�ZRPHQ�RI�FRORU�DQG�RWKHU�PDU-

JLQDOL]HG�SRSXODWLRQV��LW¶V�QR�ZRQGHU�ZH�FRQWLQXH�WR�VHH�UHVHDUFK�
DQG�KHDGOLQHV�SRLQWLQJ�RXW�$PHULFD¶V�DE\VPDO�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWDQG-
LQJ�ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR�PDWHUQDO� DQG� FKLOGKRRG� KHDOWK�PHDVXUHV�
����������:KHQ�SXW�LQWR�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�RXU�QDWLRQ¶V�RYHUDOO�ZHDOWK�
DQG�KHDOWKFDUH� H[SHQGLWXUHV�� LW�PDNHV� WKHVH� IDFWV� DOO� WKH�PRUH�
GDPQLQJ���

$V�SHULQDWDO�KHDOWKFDUH�SURYLGHUV��IURP�SUHFRQFHSWLRQ�DQG�SUHJ-
QDQF\�WKURXJK�SRVWSDUWXP�DQG�LQIDQF\��LW�IDOOV�RQ�XV�WR�VWDUW�EULGJ-
LQJ�WKH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�SUHQDWDO�SDUDGLJPV�DQG�WKH�ELR-
ORJLF�DQG�VRFLDO�LPSRUWDQFH�RI��WK�7ULPHVWHU�FDUH���2Q�D�SURYLGHU�
OHYHO�� WKH�$PHULFDQ�&ROOHJH�RI�2EVWHWULFLDQV�DQG�*\QHFRORJLVWV�
KDV�WDNHQ�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�LQ�EURDFKLQJ�WKH�VXEMHFW�WR�D�ZLGHU�DXGL-
HQFH�E\�SXEOLVKLQJ�&RPPLWWHH�2SLQLRQ�1R�������³2SWLPL]LQJ�3RVW-
SDUWXP�&DUH�´�LQ�0D\�RI������������,Q�WKLV�GRFXPHQW��WKH�DUJXPHQW�
IRU�H[WHQGLQJ�REVWHWULF�FDUH�WR����ZHHNV�SRVWSDUWXP�LV�PDGH�E\�
FLWLQJ�LPSURYHG�VXUYHLOODQFH�IRU�SUHJQDQF\�FRPSOLFDWLRQV��JUHDWHU�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� SURPRWH� EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�� LQFUHDVHG� XWLOL]DWLRQ� RI�
FRQWUDFHSWLRQ�� DQG� VHDPOHVV� WUDQVLWLRQLQJ� WR� ZHOO�ZRPDQ� FDUH���
,Q�WHUPV�RI�DGYRFDF\��HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�SXEOLF�SROLF\��RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
VXFK� DV� ������'D\V��7KH�1DWLRQDO�3DUWQHUVKLS� IRU�:RPHQ�DQG�
)DPLOLHV��DQG��WK�7ULPHVWHU�3URMHFW�RXW�RI�81&�KDYH�FUHDWHG�LQ-
YDOXDEOH�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�LQLWLDWLYHV�WKDW�IXUWKHU�WKH�FDOO�IRU�SDLG�IDP-
LO\�PHGLFDO�OHDYH��HTXLWDEOH�KHDOWKFDUH��DQG�UHVSHFW�IRU�UHSURGXF-
tive rights.  

2Q�D�SHUVRQDO�OHYHO��,�KDYH�QRW�RQO\�EHJXQ�UHVWUXFWXULQJ�P\�RZQ�
SUDFWLFH�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�JUHDWHU�SRVWSDUWXP�FDUH�LQ�P\�PRVW�FRP-
SOLFDWHG�SDWLHQWV��EXW� ,�DP�SURXG�WR�EH� WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI� WKH�1D-
WLRQDO�3HULQDWDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DV�ZH�FRQWLQXH�PRYLQJ�WKLV�FRQYHUVD-
WLRQ�IRUZDUG�DW�RXU�DQQXDO�FRQIHUHQFH�HQWLWOHG�³3HULQDWDO�&DUH�DQG�
WKH��WK�7ULPHVWHU��5HGH¿QLQJ�3UHQDWDO��3RVWSDUWXP�DQG�1HRQDWDO�
&DUH� IRU�D�1HZ�*HQHUDWLRQ´� WDNLQJ�SODFH�0DUFK�������������DW�
&KLOGUHQ¶V�+RVSLWDO� &RORUDGR�� �$V� DQ� LQFOXVLYH��PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�SURYLGHV�DQ�HTXDO�YRLFH�WR�SDUHQWV�DQG�IDPLOLHV��
13$�LV�XQLTXHO\�SRVLWLRQHG�WR�QRW�RQO\� OHYHUDJH�WKH�H[SHUWLVH�RI�
SHULQDWDO�DQG�QHRQDWDO�SURYLGHUV�EXW�DOVR�WR�PDLQWDLQ�JHQXLQH�FRQ-
QHFWLRQV�WR�SDUHQWV�DQG�JUDVVURRWV�DGYRFDWHV���:H�ZLOO�EH�H[SORU-
LQJ��WK�7ULPHVWHU�WRSLFV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�LPSURYLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�SRVWSDU-
WXP�FDUH�DQG�OREE\LQJ�IRU�SDLG�IDPLO\�PHGLFDO�OHDYH�WR�PRGHUQL]LQJ�
RXU�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�LQIDQW��SDUHQWDO��DQG�PDWHUQDO�PHQWDO�KHDOWK���
7KH�PHHWLQJ�ZLOO�FXOPLQDWH�ZLWK�D�VHULHV�RI�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�DLPHG�
DW�LPSURYLQJ�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�RSWLPDO�LQIDQW�IHHGLQJ�DQG�GH-
YHORSLQJ� QDWLRQZLGH� EHVW� SUDFWLFHV�� � &RPELQHG�ZLWK� RXU� SRVWHU�
SUHVHQWDWLRQV�DQG�EUHDNRXW�VHVVLRQV��LW�LV�D�FRQIHUHQFH�DLPHG�DW�
QHWZRUNLQJ�DQG�FUHDWLQJ�FRQQHFWLRQV�DFURVV�GLVFLSOLQHV�DV�PXFK�
DV�LW�LV�PHDQW�WR�EH�GLGDFWLF�DQG�LQIRUPDWLYH��

8OWLPDWHO\��,�KRSH�WR�FRQWLQXH�KDUQHVVLQJ�P\�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�
H[SHUWLVH� WR� LPSURYH� WKH� OLYHV� RI�P\� SDWLHQWV� DQG� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV�
DV� WKH\� QDYLJDWH� SUHJQDQF\� DQG� WKH� �WK� WULPHVWHU�� � 7DNLQJ� LQWR�
DFFRXQW�WKH�DGYDQFHV�ZH�KDYH�PDGH�LQ�VR�PDQ\�RWKHU�DUHDV�RI�
PHGLFLQH�WKDW�VHHPHG�IRUHLJQ�WR�XV�RQO\�GHFDGHV�DJR��,�KDYH�FRQ-

³$V�SHULQDWDO�KHDOWKFDUH�SURYLGHUV��
IURP�SUHFRQFHSWLRQ�DQG�SUHJQDQF\�
WKURXJK�SRVWSDUWXP�DQG�LQIDQF\��LW�IDOOV�
on us to start bridging the gap between 
established prenatal paradigms and the 
ELRORJLF�DQG�VRFLDO�LPSRUWDQFH�RI��WK�
7ULPHVWHU�FDUH��”
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¿GHQFH�ZH�FDQ�VWDUW�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�SK\ORJHQLF�
FXHV�KDQGHG�GRZQ�WR�XV�IRU�PLOOLRQV�RI�\HDUV�LQWR�HTXLWDEOH�VWDQ-
GDUGV� RI� FDUH� IRU� JHQHUDWLRQV� RI� QHZ� DQG� H[SHFWLQJ� SDUHQWV� WR�
FRPH���$V�D�VRFLHW\��ZH�WUXO\�FDQ¶W�DႇRUG�DQ\WKLQJ�OHVV�
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