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$OOLDQFH�IRU�3DWLHQW�$FFHVV��$I3$��*RYHUQPHQW�$ႇDLUV�7HDP

Controlling the Cost of Medicines

$V�&RQJUHVV�QHDUV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FDOHQGDU�\HDU��GUXJ�SULFLQJ�OHJ-
LVODWLRQ�DLPHG�DW�ORZHULQJ�FRVWV�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKH�KHDOWK�OHJLVODWLRQ�
³ÀDYRU�RI�WKH�PRQWK�´�DV�LW�KDV�EHHQ�IRU�D�JRRG�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODVW�
0$1<�PRQWKV�� �8�6��+RXVH�6SHDNHU�1DQF\�3HORVL� LV� FKDUJLQJ�
DKHDG�ZLWK�KHU� OHJLVODWLRQ�ZLWK�EURDG�'HPRFUDWLF�VXSSRUW� LQ� WKH�
+RXVH��EXW�ZLWK�OLWWOH�WR�QR�FKDQFH�RI�SDVVDJH�LQ�WKH�5HSXEOLFDQ�
FRQWUROOHG� 6HQDWH�� � ,Q� WKH� 6HQDWH�� &KDLUPDQ� &KDUOHV� *UDVVOH\�
DQG�5DQNLQJ�0HPEHU�5RQ�:\GHQ�KDYH�D�FRPSHWLQJ�ELOO��7KLV�LV�
DOVR�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�¿QG�VXႈFLHQW�VXSSRUW�

$V�3ROLWLFR�SXW�LW�UHFHQWO\��³0RVW�5HSXEOLFDQV�KDYH�ORQJ�RSSRVHG�
IHGHUDO� LQWHUYHQWLRQ� ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� WKH� FRVW� RI� SUHVFULSWLRQ�
GUXJV��EXW�SXEOLF�VXSSRUW�IRU�DFWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�>3UHVLGHQW�'RQDOG@�
7UXPS¶V�HPEUDFH�RI�WKH�LVVXH�PD\�EH�VKLIWLQJ�WKH�SDUW\¶V�VWDQFH�´

([SHFW�PRUH�RI�WKH�GUXJ�SULFLQJ�GHEDWH�LQ������

6XUSULVH�0HGLFDO�%LOOLQJ

6R�FDOOHG� ³VXUSULVH´� ELOOLQJ� �� KLJK�PHGLFDO� FRVWV� UHFHLYHG� E\� DQ�
LQVXUHG�SDWLHQW�IRU�FDUH�SURYLGHG�E\�DQ�RXW�RI�QHWZRUN�SURYLGHU���
KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�D�KRW�EXWWRQ�LVVXH��DQG�LQ�UHFHQW�PRQWKV�KDV�VWDOOHG�

in Congress over proposals on payment rates to resolve out-of-
QHWZRUN� VHUYLFH� GLVSXWHV�� � ³/DZPDNHUV� DQG� WKH� KHDOWK� LQGXVWU\�
DOO�DJUHH�WKDW� LQVXUHG�SDWLHQWV�VKRXOG�QRW�JHW�VODSSHG�ZLWK�KHIW\�
ELOOV�IRU�LQDGYHUWHQWO\�VHHNLQJ�RXW�RI�QHWZRUN�FDUH��+RZHYHU��KRZ�
H[DFWO\�WR�UHVROYH�SD\PHQW�GLVSXWHV�EHWZHHQ�SODQV�DQG�SURYLGHUV�
KDV�EHHQ�FRQWHQWLRXV�´�UHDG�3ROLWLFR���$V�RI�WKLV�ZULWLQJ��FRPSUR-
PLVH�OHJLVODWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�UHDFKHG�DQG�VKRXOG�VHH�DFWLRQ�EHIRUH�
WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�\HDU��+RZHYHU��7KH�+LOO� UHSRUWV�WKDW�VRPH�GRFWRU�
DQG�KRVSLWDO�OREELHV�DUH�UDPSLQJ�XS�WKHLU�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�OHJLVOD-
WLRQ�LQ�WKH�FORVLQJ�ZHHNV�RI�WKH�FDOHQGDU�\HDU�

Focus on Children’s Health and Healthcare

$W� WKH�$PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\� RI� 3HGLDWULFV¶V� �$$3�� ����� 1DWLRQDO�
&RQIHUHQFH�DQG�([KLELWLRQ�WKLV�IDOO��PDQ\�QHZ�SROLF\�FKDOOHQJHV�
LQ�FKLOGUHQ¶V�KHDOWK�ZHUH�PHQWLRQHG��LQFOXGLQJ�

�� WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�PHDVOHV�DV�D�WKUHDW�WR�SXEOLF�KHDOWK��

�� WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�OXQJ�LOOQHVV�UHODWHG�WR�YDSLQJ��

�� GHFUHDVLQJ�QXPEHUV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�KHDOWKFDUH�FRYHUDJH��

�� LQFUHDVLQJ�QXPEHUV�RI�FKLOG�GHDWKV�IURP�¿UHDUPV�

$V�ZH� KDYH� RXWOLQHG� SUHYLRXVO\�� YDFFLQDWLRQV� DQG� YDSLQJ� SURG-
XFWV�DUH�SROLWLFDO�KRW�SRWDWRHV�WKDW�ZLOO�OLNHO\�FRQWLQXH�WR�SHUPHDWH�
WKH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�KHDOWK�GHEDWH�LQ�WKH�QHZ�\HDU�DQG�ZLOO�OLNHO\�UHPDLQ�
GLYLVLYH��&RQJUHVV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�HႇRUWV�WR�SURWHFW�DQG�LPSURYH�PD-
WHUQDO�DQG�LQIDQW�KHDOWKFDUH�ZLWK�D�IRFXV�RQ�GLVSDUDWH�RXWFRPHV�

Democratic Primary Contest

“So-called “surprise” billing - high medical 
costs received by an insured patient for 
care provided by an out-of-network provider 
- has also been a hot button issue, and in 
recent months has stalled in Congress over 
proposals on payment rates to resolve out-
of-network service disputes. "

Looking Ahead - 2020 Federal Health Policy Outlook

The Alliance for Patient Access (allianceforpatientaccess.org), 
founded in 2006, is a national network of physicians dedicated 
to ensuring patient access to approved therapies and appropri-
ate clinical care. AfPA accomplishes this mission by recruiting, 
WUDLQLQJ�DQG�PRELOL]LQJ�SROLF\�PLQGHG�SK\VLFLDQV�WR�EH�H௺HFWLYH�
DGYRFDWHV�IRU�SDWLHQW�DFFHVV��$I3$�LV�RUJDQL]HG�DV�D�QRQ�SUR¿W�
����F�����FRUSRUDWLRQ�DQG�KHDGHG�E\�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�ERDUG�RI�GL-
rectors. Its physician leadership is supported by policy advocacy 
PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�SXEOLF�D௺DLUV� FRQVXOWDQWV�� ,Q�������$I3$�HV-
WDEOLVKHG�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�3DWLHQW�$FFHVV��,I3$���D�UHODWHG�����F�
����QRQ�SUR¿W�FRUSRUDWLRQ��,Q�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�LWV�PLVVLRQ�WR�SURPRWH�
D� EHWWHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� EHQH¿WV� RI� WKH� SK\VLFLDQ�SDWLHQW�
relationship in the provision of quality healthcare, IfPA sponsors 
policy research and educational programming.
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7KH�QHZ�\HDU�LV�DOVR�DQ�HOHFWLRQ�\HDU���DQG�D�SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQ�
\HDU�DW�WKDW�

'HPRFUDWLF�SUHVLGHQWLDO�FDQGLGDWHV�DUH�FRQWHPSODWLQJ��DQG�WU\LQJ�
WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�WKHLU�RZQ�SROLWLFDO�JRDOV�IURP�WKHLU�'HPRFUDWLF�SUL-
PDU\�RSSRQHQWV��UHIRUPV�DQG�YDU\LQJ�GHJUHHV�RI�DQ�RYHUKDXO�RI�
WKH�8�6��KHDOWK�FDUH�V\VWHP���7KHLU�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�RULJLQDO�LGHDV�
DQG� KHDOWK� SROLF\� FKRSV� DUH� DOVR� D�PHDQV� WR� WHOO� WKH�$PHULFDQ�
SXEOLF�ZK\�WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�EHVW�FKRLFH�WR�OHDG���

0DQ\� KDYH� VXSSRUWHG� D� JRYHUQPHQW�UXQ�� L�H��� VLQJOH�SD\HU� V\V-
WHP��DV� WKH�VROXWLRQ�� �2WKHUV� LQ� WKH� UDFH�KDYH�VKLHG�DZD\� IURP�
FDOOLQJ�WKH�PRYH�WR�D�VLQJOH�SD\HU�D�VODP�GXQN�DQG�EHOLHYH�D�VORZ�
SURJUHVVLRQ�WR�HOLPLQDWH�SULYDWH�LQVXUDQFH�LV�WKH�DQVZHU���

$� FRPSUHKHQVLYH�� KHOSIXO� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� ZKHUH� WKH� GR]HQ�SOXV�
'HPRFUDWLF�SUHVLGHQWLDO�FDQGLGDWHV�VWDQG�PD\�EH�IRXQG�LQ�D�UH-
FHQW�:DVKLQJWRQ�3RVW�DUWLFOH�� �KWWSV���ZZZ�ZDVKLQJWRQSRVW�FRP�
JUDSKLFV�SROLWLFV�SROLF\������PHGLFDUH�IRU�DOO�

7KH������SUHVLGHQWLDO�GHEDWHV��DV�LQ�HOHFWLRQ�\HDUV�SDVW��FDQ�EH�D�
NH\�EDURPHWHU�RI�KHDOWK�SROLF\�DWWLWXGHV�LQ�$PHULFD�

Change in the Trump Administration

3UHVLGHQW� 'RQDOG� 7UXPS� QRPLQDWHG� 6WHSKHQ�+DKQ�� D� UDGLDWLRQ�
RQFRORJLVW� DW� D� ODUJH� UHVHDUFK� FHQWHU� LQ�+RXVWRQ��7H[DV�� WR� UH-
SODFH�DFWLQJ�)'$�&RPPLVVLRQHU�1HG�6KDUSOHVV�WR�OHDG�WKH�)RRG�
DQG�'UXJ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��)'$����7KH�SUHYLRXV�)'$�FRPPLVVLRQHU��
6FRWW�*RWWOLHE��0�'���VWHSSHG�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�HDUOLHU�
WKLV�\HDU���'U��+DKQ�DZDLWV�D�IXOO�6HQDWH�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�YRWH��EXW�ODVW�
PRQWK�FOHDUHG�WZR��HVVHQWLDO�KXUGOHV�LQ�WKH�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�SURFHVV���
KH�UHFHLYHG�D�6HQDWH�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�KHDULQJ��IROORZHG�E\�D�SRVLWLYH�
YRWH�WR�PRYH�IRUZDUG�KLV�QRPLQDWLRQ�E\�WKH�6HQDWH�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�
+HDOWK��(GXFDWLRQ��/DERU��DQG�3HQVLRQV��+(/3��

'U��+DKQ�� EDVHG�RQ� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQ� DW� KLV� FRQ¿UPDWLRQ� KHDULQJ��
ZRXOG�IDFH�SROLF\�FKDOOHQJHV��DQG�SRWHQWLDO�GHFLVLRQV�LQ�WKH�QH[W�
\HDU��DV�)'$¶V�QHZ�FRPPLVVLRQHU�UHODWHG�WR�ÀDYRUHG�H�FLJDUHWWH�
EDQV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ�� D� UHJXODWRU\� IUDPHZRUN� IRU� &%'�� DQG� IRRG�
VDIHW\�	�ODEHOLQJ�LVVXHV�

$OO�WKUHH�EUDQFKHV�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�WR�LQÀXHQFH�
RU�GHOD\�PDMRU�KHDOWK�FDUH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�LQ��������7KH�SUHVL-
GHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQ�DQG�SROLWLFDO�WXUQ�RYHU�LQ�&RQJUHVV�WKDW�PD\�UHVXOW�
IURP�DQ�HOHFWLRQ�F\FOH�DUH�NH\�SLHFHV�WR�ZKR�VHWV�KHDOWK�SROLF\�LQ�
WKH�QH[W�GHFDGH��EH\RQG�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�FDOHQGDU�\HDU

References:
1. Senate quicksand engulfs a bipartisan plan that Trump 

backs - https://www.politico.com/news/2019/12/01/prescrip-
tion-drugs-bill-trump-074077

Still a Preemie? 

Jaundice Feeding issues Respiratory 
problems

Born between 
34 and 36 weeks' 
gestation?

Just like preemies born much earlier, 
these “late preterm” infants can face: 

Born preterm
at a “normal” 
weight?

And their parents, like all parents 
of preemies, are at risk for 
postpartum depression and PTSD. 

www.infanthealth.org

Some preemies are born months early, at extremely low 
birthweights.They fight for each breath and face nearly 

insurmountable health obstacles. 

But that’s not every preemie’s story.

Though these babies look healthy, 
they can still have complications 
and require NICU care.

Born preterm 
but not admitted 
to the NICU?

But because some health plans 
determine coverage based on a 
preemie's weight, families of 
babies that weigh more may 
face access barriers and 
unmanageable medical bills.

Some Preemies All Preemies
Will spend weeks 
in the hospital

Will have lifelong 
health problems

Are disadvantaged 
from birth

Face health 
risks

Deserve appropriate 
health coverage

Need access to 
proper health care

Even if preterm babies 
don't require NICU care, 
they can still face health challenges.
Those challenges can extend through 
childhood, adolescence and even 
into adulthood.

“Others in the race have shied away from 
calling the move to a single-payer a slam 
dunk and believe a slow progression 
to eliminate private insurance is the 
answer. "
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2. Ways and Means Committee crafting its own surprise 
medical bill legislation - https://subscriber.politicopro.com/
article/2019/08/ways-and-means-committee-crafting-its-
RZQ�VXUSULVH�PHGLFDO�ELOO�OHJLVODWLRQ��������� (Subscriber's 
content only)

��� +RXVH�6HQDWH� ¿[� FRXOG� EUHDN� JULGORFN� RQ� 
VXUSULVH
�PHGL-
cal bills - https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2019/12/
KRXVH�VHQDWH�¿[�FRXOG�EUHDN�JULGORFN�RQ�VXUSULVH�PHGLFDO�
ELOOV���������(Subscriber's content only)

4. Obstacles remain for deal on surprise medical bills - https://
WKHKLOO�FRP�SROLF\�KHDOWKFDUH��������REVWDFOHV�UHPDLQ�IRU�
deal-on-surprise-medical-bills
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THE 
BRETT TASHMAN 
FOUNUA �lU 

The Brett Tashman Foundation is a 501©(3) public charity. The mission of the 
Foundation is to find a cure for Desmoplastic Small Cell Round Tumors 
(DSRCT). DSRCT is an aggressive pediatric cancer for which there is no cure 
and no standard treatment. 100 percent of your gift will be used for research. 
There is no paid staff. To make your gift or for more information, go to
³TheBrettTashmanFoundation.orJ��or phone (909) 981-1530.
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