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0LWFKHOO�*ROGVWHLQ��0'�DQG�6XVDQ�+HSZRUWK

The National Coalition for infant health recently sent a letter to 
the Federal Communications Commission in support of the im-
SOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�6XLFLGH�+RWOLQH�,PSURYHPHQW�$FW�RI�
�����7KH�OHWWHU�LQ�LWV�HQWLUHW\�IROORZV�

FCC Suicide Hotline Comment Letter NCfIH

The National Coalition for Infant 

Health advocates for:

A collaborative of professional, clinical, 
community health, and family support 
organizations improving the lives of 

premature infants and their families through 
education and advocacy. 

www.infanthealth.org 

Access to an exclusive human milk 

diet for premature infants

Increased emotional support resources 

for parents and caregivers suffering 
from PTSD/PPD

Access to RSV preventive treatment for 
all premature infants as indicated on the 
FDA label

Clear, science-based nutrition guidelines 

for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers

Safe, accurate medical devices and 
products designed for the special 
needs of NICU patients

7KH� 1DWLRQDO� &RDOLWLRQ� IRU� ,QIDQW� +HDOWK� LV� D� FROODERUDWLYH� RI�
PRUH� WKDQ� ���� SURIHVVLRQDO�� FOLQLFDO�� FRPPXQLW\� KHDOWK�� DQG�
IDPLO\�VXSSRUW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�IRFXVHG�RQ�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�
SUHPDWXUH�LQIDQWV�WKURXJK�DJH�WZR�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��1&I,+¶V�
mission is to promote lifelong clinical, health, education, and 
supportive services needed by premature infants and their fam-
LOLHV��1&I,+�SULRULWL]HV�VDIHW\�RI�WKLV�YXOQHUDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�
DFFHVV�WR�DSSURYHG�WKHUDSLHV�

Peer Reviewed

)HEUXDU\���������

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

2ႈFH�RI�WKH�6HFUHWDU\

����0DVVDFKXVHWWV�$YH���1(

:DVKLQJWRQ��'&������

5H��:&�'RFNHW�1R����������,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�6XL-
FLGH�+RWOLQH�,PSURYHPHQW�$FW�RI�����

Dear Secretary Dortch:

On behalf of the National Coalition for Infant Health, I am writing 
WR�H[SUHVV�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�)HGHUDO�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�WR�LPSOHPHQW�D�WKUHH�GLJLW�GLDOLQJ�FRGH�������IRU�
a national suicide prevention and mental health crisis hotline. This 
would serve as an important step in increasing access to life-sav-
ing resources for those in crisis.

The National Coalition for Infant Health (NCfIH) is a collaborative 
RI� RYHU� ����SURIHVVLRQDO�� FOLQLFDO�� FRPPXQLW\� KHDOWK�� DQG� IDPLO\�
VXSSRUW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�IRFXVHG�RQ�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�SUHPDWXUH�
LQIDQWV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��7KH�FRDOLWLRQ¶V�PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�SURPRWH�OLIH-
long clinical, health, education, and support services needed by 
SUHPDWXUH�LQIDQWV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��2QH�DUHD�RI�1&I,+¶V�IRFXV�LV�
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“Postpartum depression is a mood 
GLVRUGHU�WKDW�D௺HFWV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
600,000 women each year and is most 
likely caused by a combination of 
physical and emotional factors. It can 
DOVR�D௺HFW�PHQ��”

on access to diagnosis and treatment for postpartum depression 
DQG� SRVW�WUDXPDWLF� VWUHVV� GLVRUGHU�� 0DQ\� RI� 1&I,+¶V� PHPEHUV�
NQRZ�¿UVW�KDQG�KRZ�FKLOGELUWK��HVSHFLDOO\�WUDXPDWLF�ELUWKV��FDQ�DI-
fect the mental health of mom and dad. 

3RVWSDUWXP�GHSUHVVLRQ� LV�D�PRRG�GLVRUGHU� WKDW�DႇHFWV�DSSUR[L-
PDWHO\���������ZRPHQ�HDFK�\HDU�DQG�LV�PRVW� OLNHO\�FDXVHG�E\�
a combination of physical and emotional factors. It can also af-

IHFW�PHQ��&RPPRQ�V\PSWRPV� OLNH�H[WUHPH�VDGQHVV�� LUULWDELOLW\��
exhaustion, and withdrawal are often dismissed as just the “baby 
EOXHV�´�:KLOH�WKH�³EDE\�EOXHV´�DQG�SRVWSDUWXP�GHSUHVVLRQ�KDYH�
some commonalities, they are not the same. 

3RVWSDUWXP�GHSUHVVLRQ�V\PSWRPV�W\SLFDOO\�GHYHORS�ZLWKLQ�D�ZHHN�
or two after the baby is born. But for some new parents, it may not 
emerge for months, or even up to one year later. This is especially 
true for parents of babies admitted to the neonatal intensive care 
unit. Left untreated, postpartum depression can have dire conse-
quences for new moms, dads, and their babies. 

1&I,+�DSSODXGV�WKH�HႇRUWV�RI�WKH�)&&�WR�LPSURYH�DFFHVV�WR�FULWLFDO�
mental health resources with the implementation of a three-digit 
HPHUJHQF\�QXPEHU��7KLV�QXPEHU�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VWHS�LQ�UHFRJQL]-
ing that mental health is as important as physical health. NCfIH 
XUJHV�WKH�)&&�WR�HQVXUH�FDOOHUV�DUH�SURWHFWHG�IURP�DQ\�¿QDQFLDO�
burden associated with the implementation of this proposal. 

7KDQN�\RX�IRU�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�SURYLGH�FRPPHQWV��DQG�ZH�DS-

preciate your attention to this matter. If NCfIH can provide further 
details or be of assistance, please contact us at info@infanthealth.
org.

Sincerely,

0LWFKHOO�*ROGVWHLQ��0'

Medical Director, National Coalition for Infant Health

'LVFORVXUHV��7KH�DXWKRUV�GR�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�UHOHYDQW�GLVFORVXUHV�

NT

NEONATOLOGY TODAY is interested in publishing manuscripts from Neonatologists, 
Fellows, NNPs and those involved in caring for neonates on case studies, research results, 

hospital news, meeting announcements, and other pertinent topics. 
Please submit your manuscript to: LomaLindaPublishingCompany@gmail.com

National Coalition for Infant Health Values (SANE)

Safety. Premature infants are born vulnerable. Products, treat-
PHQWV�DQG�UHODWHG�SXEOLF�SROLFLHV�VKRXOG�SULRULWL]H�WKHVH�IUDJLOH�
LQIDQWV¶�VDIHW\��

Access. Budget-driven health care policies should not pre-
FOXGH�SUHPDWXUH� LQIDQWV¶�DFFHVV� WR�SUHYHQWDWLYH�RU�QHFHVVDU\�
therapies.

Nutrition. 3URSHU�QXWULWLRQ�DQG�IXOO�DFFHVV�WR�KHDOWK�FDUH�NHHS�
premature infants healthy after discharge from the NICU. 

Equality. Prematurity and related vulnerabilities disproportion-
ately impact minority and economically disadvantaged families. 
Restrictions on care and treatment should not worsen inherent 
disparities. 
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