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TA recent University of Florida study found that the risk of inaccu-
UDWH�GRVLQJ�ZLWK�QHZ�WXELQJ�WHFKQRORJ\�NQRZQ�DV�(1)LW�LV�VLJQL¿-
FDQWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�DFFHSWHG�VWDQGDUGV���(1)LW�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�UH-
duce misconnection errors through a system in which tubes have 
XQLTXH�VKDSHV�DQG�IXQFWLRQV�±�PDNLQJ�WKHP�HDVLHU�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�

New Research, More Doubts About Tubing Safety for Infants

The National Coalition for Infant 

Health advocates for:

A collaborative of professional, clinical, 
community health, and family support 
organizations improving the lives of 

premature infants and their families through 
education and advocacy. 

www.infanthealth.org 

Access to an exclusive human milk 

diet for premature infants

Increased emotional support resources 

for parents and caregivers suffering 
from PTSD/PPD

Access to RSV preventive treatment for 
all premature infants as indicated on the 
FDA label

Clear, science-based nutrition guidelines 

for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers

Safe, accurate medical devices and 
products designed for the special 
needs of NICU patients

The National Coalition for Infant Health is a collaborative of 
more than 180 professional, clinical, community health, and 
family support organizations focused on improving the lives of 
premature infants through age two and their families. NCfIH’s 
mission is to promote lifelong clinical, health, education, and 
supportive services needed by premature infants and their fam-
ilies. NCfIH prioritizes safety of this vulnerable population and 
access to approved therapies.
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IURP�RQH�DQRWKHU��%XW�(1)LW¶V�GHVLJQ�LQWURGXFHV�D�QHZ�ULVN���7KH�
connector features a moat where excess medication can linger. 
That means syringes can deliver the wrong amount of medication. 

For infants, this can be deadly.  Precision is critical for small dos-
HV�±�DQG�VPDOO�SDWLHQWV���3HUKDSV�WKDW¶V�ZK\�(1)LW�KDV�VSDUNHG�
concerns before.  Just earlier this year, a separate study demon-
VWUDWHG�WKDW�WKH�(1)LW�WXELQJ�FRQQHFWRU�³VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�
opportunity for inaccurate dosing.” (1-3)

As an example of potential dosing dangers, University of Florida 
UHVHDUFKHU�DQG�SKDUPDFLVW�.HOLDQD�2¶0DUD�DOOXGHV�WR�LQIDQWV�IDF-
LQJ�QHRQDWDO�DEVWLQHQFH�V\QGURPH�� �$Q� LQIDQW�EHLQJ�ZHDQHG�Rႇ�
of opioids might receive morphine every three hours for 30 days.  
³7KDW¶V� ���� FKDQFHV� WR� KDYH� D� SUREOHP�ZLWK� GRVLQJ� DFFXUDF\�´�
2¶0DUD�HPSKDVL]HG�����

6DIHW\� LVVXHV� DOVR� UDLVH� GLႈFXOW� TXHVWLRQV� IRU� KRVSLWDOV�� �:KLOH�
VRPH�KDYH�YROXQWDULO\�WUDQVLWLRQHG�WR�XVLQJ�(1)LW��RWKHU�KRVSLWDOV�

“Just earlier this year, a separate study 
demonstrated that the ENFit tubing 
FRQQHFWRU�
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�
opportunity for inaccurate dosing.'”



72NEONATOLOGY TODAY�www.NeonatologyToday.net�March 2020

 

Susan Hepworth
Director
National Coalition for Infant Health
1275 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 1100A
Washington, DC 20004
info@infanthealth.org

""The NICU experience is fraught 
with challenges that disrupt the 
parent-baby bond. Educating and 
empowering NICU staff to support 
parents ensures that families get 
off to a good start." www.mynicunetwork.comNICU Staff Education evidence-based innovative validated FICare

are resistant to the transition, citing patient safety risks and lack 
of evidence. Other safe, FDA-approved options continue to be 
available. (5)

Finding the right balance between innovation and safety can be 
challenging.  As hospitals consider new tubing technology, they 
VKRXOG�PRYH�FDXWLRXVO\�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�DOO�DYDLODEOH�LQIRU-
mation.  The needs of the tiniest patients depend upon it.
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National Coalition for Infant Health Values (SANE)

Safety. Premature infants are born vulnerable. Products, treat-
ments and related public policies should prioritize these fragile 
LQIDQWV¶�VDIHW\��

Access. Budget-driven health care policies should not pre-
FOXGH�SUHPDWXUH� LQIDQWV¶�DFFHVV� WR�SUHYHQWDWLYH�RU�QHFHVVDU\�
therapies.

Nutrition. Proper nutrition and full access to health care keep 
premature infants healthy after discharge from the NICU. 

Equality. Prematurity and related vulnerabilities disproportion-
ately impact minority and economically disadvantaged families. 
Restrictions on care and treatment should not worsen inherent 
disparities. 
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