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“Founded in 2014 by Dr. Charlie 
Thompson, iCAN, a registered 501(c)3, 
has grown to represent children ages 
8-18 on four continents in over 29 
(including one virtual) chapters.  This 
unprecedented growth results from 
the strong partnerships between the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, Georgia 
Tech, other academic institutions, and 
a large number of hospitals and other 
committed stakeholders.”

“Kids and community members are also 
invited to share their unique research 
perspectives through a poster session to 
be held during the Annual iCAN Research 
and Advocacy Summit from July 12-16th, 
2021. ”
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For more information, contact the meeting 
planner at nrose@usf.edu

The 34th Annual Gravens Conference on the 
Environment of Care for High Risk Infants 

March 3, 4, 10, and 17, 2021: Virtual live
March 24 – September 30, 2021: On-demand

www.thegravensconference.com
Early Bird Registration through Dec. 31, 2020
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The 2021 iCAN Advocacy and Research Summit

Amy Ohmer

Greetings from iCAN -

No matter where kids reside within the world, iCAN offers an op-
portunity for kids to share their voices through our new ‘Virtual’ 
iCAN Chapter.  As a member of iCAN, kids are invited to par-
ticipate in science, innovation, and medicine.  In partnership with 
community organizations like the American Academy of Pediatrics 
and the Food and Drug Administration, kids are getting fantastic 
opportunities to learn from field experts. To share global learnings 
and to answer kid questions directly, youth members are invited to 

participate in iCAN’s unique series called “Ask the Experts”, host-
ed by Dr. Anthony Chang of AI Med, CHOC, iSPI.  In March, our 
event will focus on understanding Clinical Research Terminology 
and later in April, Dr. Chang and iCAN special guest, Paula Garcia 
Todd, from Dupont, will focus on sharing a better understanding 
of polymers to help explain what is in a pill. In addition, KidsX, a 
partnership of startups designed to create innovation in pediatric 
medicine has opened several new participatory activities to kids 
that would like to share their voice to new AI Med channels. Kids 
and community members are also invited to share their unique 
research perspectives through a poster session to be held during 
the Annual iCAN Research and Advocacy Summit from July 12-
16th, 2021.  Posters are due by June 1st, 2021. To learn more, 
visit icanresearch.org or send an email to info@iCANResearch.
org. #iCANMakeADifference #iCAN 

#iCANMakeADifference #2021iCANSummit  #iCAN
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I was exposed to opioids.

I am not an addict.
I was exposed to substances in utero. 
I am not addicted. Addiction is a set of 
behaviors associated with having a 
Substance Use Disorder (SUD).

While I was in the womb my mother and I 
shared a blood supply. I was exposed to 
the medications and substances she 
used. I may have become physiologically 
dependent on some of those substances.

When reporting on mothers, babies, 
and substance use

NAS is a temporary and 
treatable condition.

My mother may have a SUD.

My potential is limitless.

There are evidence-based pharmacological 
and non-pharmacological treatments for 
Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome.

She might be receiving Medication-Assisted 
Treatment (MAT). My NAS may be a side 
effect of her appropriate medical care. It is 
not evidence of abuse or mistreatment. 

I am so much more than my NAS 
diagnosis. My drug exposure will not 
determine my long-term outcomes. 
But how you treat me will. When you

invest in my family's health 
and wellbeing by supporting
Medicaid and Early 
Childhood Education you 
can expect that I will do as 
well as any of my peers! 
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